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1968
4LBERT KRACHT DESCREPTION

Two times history has chosen to make & mark at a spot
along the Crawfish River in Jefferson County, Wisconein known as
Astalan, Twice it has tried to erase the mark,

Some 800 years ago, Indians allien to the native woodland
cultgro, built & walled ceremonial center and village that did not
survive,

Seven centuries later & booming frontier village grew over-
night, only a hundred yards north of the ancient Indian site, For a
few brief vears it basked in the prestige of being the largest and
most 1mpo£{anx community in that part of the state. Today, one hun-
dred years after, it is a country crossroads that ghows no outward
gemblance of its once promiszing past.

Perhaps both villages would have hage long been forgotten
were it not for the leadership and dedication of Albert Kracht, He
was borh in 1889 on the farm along the Orawfish River that included
the ancient Indian site. Its hdstorical significance was known dule
ing the boom days of the more recent village and Albert Kracht learn-
od to treat the site with reverenoce as a boy. It was then that he
started to pressrve the Indian artifacis that he found and to add his
voice to those who would have the Indian village restored.

From the time the remowned archeologist, Dr. 8. A, Barrett
of the Milwaukes Public Museum, began his extensiwe regearch of the
gsite in 1919 through the time of the presentation of the site to the
Visconsin Archeological Soceity in 1927 and ite subsequent purchase
by the Conservation Department and into the present, lir, Kracht has
been & leading and prominent figure in the preservation effort, Show-
ly the reconstruction of stockade walls as they once surrounded the
village and reconstruction ofi the ceremonial mounds within give promise
of the ultimate realization of the dream. -

When the Lake Mills-Aztalan Historical Society was organ
ed in 1941 to establish & museum recalling the more recZnt vil 1:;
Aztalan in the old village church, Albert Kracht became its firs
treasurer. He was elected president in 1947 and served in that cap-
acity for twenty years., Today three log cabins and the 1ty 's
onetime school-house are on the site, but these are not the ontg
thstimonial to the Soceity's sctivities. Year after Year large
tournouts at the society’s monthiy meetings have enjoyed the ever-
changing agenda of historical programs that has given the scceity
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the reputation of being the pest example of annual program
planning in the stats.

To the waAny sdults outside the aociety %o whose
neetings Albert Kracht nas spoksn and to the pundreds of
youngsters who have met him on figld trips to Astalan,

it is aifficult %o aegaratc the man from the history of
Agtalan--the indian site, the village of the 19th century;
and the museum 4{n which their stoxX§ 3¢ told.

citation

For & lifetlume of 1ea.dorsh1g devoted
to the history and the preéw sstory
of Aztalan, The State Historiocal
gociety is nonored to present this
Loocal History award of erit to
Albert Krachbe

presented at the Annual Inatitute
for Looak History at Madigon, Uisp
conein on Odtober 19, 1968,
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NEWSLETTER OF THE LAKE MILLS-AZTALAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

GREETINGS FROM AZTALAN!

Another exciting year has become history. While the snow lies deep on
the museum lawn, it is pleasant to look back on the events of 1969.
For the second year, two successful afternoon meetings were held in
January and February. In April, a large. delegation of our members
attended a joint meeting with the Fort Atkinson Historical Society at
the Hoard Historical Museum. Ldte in April, Mr. Charles H. KnoX,
Curator of Special Exhibits at the State Historical Society Museum,
came to help us arrange an attractive grouping, wAfternoon Callers,"
in the Museum,

Everything was ready for Opening Day, May 1, thanks to the efforts of
President Mrs. Wm., R. Wolff, Curator Albert Kracht and Custodians Mr.
and Mrs. Elias Stroede. May 3 brought the first tour group of the
season, 75 professional archeologists, members of the American Society
for Archeology who were having their annual convention in Milwaukee.
Mr. Kracht took them on a tour of the mounds before their vigit to the
museum. The dedication of Wisconsin Registered Landmark No. 68, com-
memorating Pioneer Aztalan, was held on the museum lawn on May 4. Mr.
Clifford H. Townsend, president of the Albion Academy Historical
Society, was the principal speaker,

On June 15, the Zickert House, the two-story log house given to the
Society by Mr. and Mrs, John Zickert in 1963, was opened to the public.
The restoration of the house as a farm home of the late nineteenth
century was a major project which immediately proved a fascinating
attraction to our many visitors.

The Third Annual Aztalan Day celebration, July 27, was, unfortunately,
dampened by intermittent rain. However, between showers, we enjoyed a
timely address by Mr. A. A. Zurbuch and several musical selections.

In August, the annual historical bus tour, under the direction of
Walter Bubbert, took members and friends on a trip to Milwaukee and
featured stops at the Mitchell Park Conservatory, Milwaukee Public
Museum and the Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation, designed by
Frank Lloyd Wright.

The Museum closed October 31, after having welcomed 11,820 visitors
from 41 states and 24 foreign countries. Immediately after closing,
every movable exhibit was carried to storage so that the Museum

could be painted in preparation for the 1970 season. The year closed
with the traditional Christmas pot luck supper at the L. D. Fargo
Free Public Library. The Moravian Folk Singers delighted the members
and their guests with songs of the season. :

Officers for 1970 are: Albert Kracht, President Emeritus and Curator
of the Museum; Mrs. Donald R. Schultz, President; Mrs, Wm. R. Wolff,
First Vice President and Acting Corresponding Secretary; Mrs. Mary
Wilson, Second Vice President; Curtis Mansfield, Recording Secretary;
Mrs. W, J. Erlandson, Treasurer; Mr, and Mrs., Elias Stroede, Museum
Custodians. Directors are: Mrs. Edna Alexander, MNrs. Peter Diedrich,
Mrs., W. J. Erlandson, Albert Kracht, Curtis Mansfield, Mrs. Donald R.
Schultz, Mrs. Mary Wilson, Mrs. Wm, R. Wolff and A. A. Zurbuch. ’

Many important and exciting projects are being planned for 1970 which
will require the active participation of all members in order to in-
sure their success., Annual dues are still only a dollar, so joln

the Society today and help preserve the Past for the Present and the
Future.
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There are meény obitusries missing to complete the families whose

roote weye in the lLake Milis-Aztalan area,

You probably all know

that when the Articles of tnoporation of thie organization were sat

up in 1041 ite purpose was *To collect and presexvd the history and
tradition of lake Mills and i%s surrounding ared, by securing books,

papers, documents and reliocs pret

aining %o the same, Also to maintain

2 suitable place for the preservation of such manuscripts, relies,

histories, blogrephies and samilar data.”

So with this im nind the

Lake illg—Aztalen Historicel Sediety has restored the Baptist Church,
and continues to work on restoratious, and to maintain an orderly flle,
of manuscripts% newspaper clippings, scrapbocks, and files of imporie

ant letters vi

al to the past and present,

As & beginning we had a 8Crep started by Hrs.English about 1900 which

contained obituaries and articles of early settlers.

There vere &lso

sorapbooks of Kitty Larson, the Hubbs family, Ruth Potiex, Alice White,
wilbur Stiles familieag Mg, Heff, the Crumps and many others, whose

help has been excellen

Following are some of the name

g and detes whose oblituaries are miseing.

Also articles concerning any of these folks would be welcome for our

records.

Miss Clara Smith
Maurioce Smith, M
Minnie Hungicker

Mre, En, Y&ack

 Mrs., Alvin Lipks and husband
Rydia Poutach

Emma Anexandéer

Mrs. Bernie Engsberg
Mauda Sghaefer

Leo ®ifgram and wife
Mre, Ralph Sewaxd
Mrs. Harold Taylor

Sam DBetsold

Ferd Keratan

Ed Dettman, 8r

Mrs, Herman Sets
David Shdlden
JohnnLisret

Cscar Hildebrandd
Isabal Bruns and husband
Ben Waggonner

Lynn Feville and #ife
Joe Davis :
John Hoope®

Peter White

luiu Pease

Edwazd Hyez

Etta Wilson

Chaude Wilscnand wife
rs Lee Wilson
Harriet Haverkats and husband
gisie Schuyler

Frank Tillotson

¥rs, C. L, Hubbs
Frank Markhes

Henry Michesnl

Hyrtls Stone

Ilobert and Harvey Currie
Harvey Stuslke

Ferd Pittwite and wife

0tto Fischer and wife

Ferd Bauman and wife

Cheis CGottschelk

Louisa %Woellfer

Sera Merman

¥r and Mrs Reinhardb

iz and Mrs Charles Crandall
Mr and Mes Frank Crandall
Lens Krause - \
Alberd Pranke )
Allen Hyer and wife

Horman Hyer

Fpank Hyer and wife

Albezrt EBohnsagk

Anns Nohw

Roy Bertzam

Arthur Breitkruets

Krs. Dexter Smith

Fped Krause

Stanley Tyler

lra. Frank Witing

K¥rs Herman Heller

Roy FPranke

Royal Tylex

Td Heimsireet, Mram, and Bert
Laure and Emeline Joeckel
Howard Wollen

Doneld lante

Earl J:ones

Pimer Kyull K

Arnold Hahn znd wife

Fpad Robish and wife

¥ay I edd we elready have thres big fat books full,
Ses what you oan do %o help,
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ANCTHER LECADE 1971-1981
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LAKE MITLS-AZTAIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC,
ANOTHER DECADE =e 1971-1981
Evelyn Cobi '

Wo JE Erlgndson, in hia sceount of %he Lake Hillse
Aztalan Historical Soecletyls "Pivst Thirty Years' - 19i4l-
1971 - - mpeaks of the fubturs and what 1% will held for the
Seslety. In the olosing parasgrapha he hints of fatupe pro-
jects, both considered by the Sgedssy snd the Stats ol Wisse
for further development of Aztelsn State Pari, OSome of Bhess
plang have come to Prulticn - some have nobj obhers, not sn-
visioned 10 yesrs zgn, have materiallgsd, . .

The decade Ffrom 1971-1981 hes seen many changes. Tima
msprehes on and thers are thuse whao are uo longer with ud, NsW
members have been welcomsd, werthwhile projscts have besh
undertaken end completed. Alweys, bthere are those who give
af their time and talents Bo ecaryy on ths work of the Sceksby.
This dediestion and geal ig our £3SUYENCE that the future will
be in good hande.

Menbioned by Mr, Erlsadscen in his veview of the Socleby's
"Pirgt Thirty Years" was the chbuervation tower whieh wasz ab
thet time well-advaneed in sonsbructlon »n the Museum Erounts
The 0 foot tower, whieh glves vigitors = preatnotaking view
of a portion of the beaubiful Crywfigh River Valiey, wasg memos
risliged as the Alberd Kracht Observation Tower &8 special
cerenonies held on Sepbember 11, 1971, This honoring was pai-
pieularly gratifying to M. Ryusht o he dearly loved every
inch of the Aztalan site, His family and friends were ueppy
that he reeoived this posognitisn at that time, for on July
21, 197h, at age 85, he pazseé to his eternsl roat following
an spparent heavt abteclk, A chartsy membep of the lLake Mille-
Aztalan Hisborieal Seseity, Inco he had served as Presidend
and was President Emepritus &t the time of his passing, He was
a founder of the Astalan MNussum and was Curator from tnhe
veginning: In 1968 he wae nonored by the Wisecmsin State
Hiastorical Soselty for his jsudership and devotion %o Local
Higbory, Internment was in Roek Lake Cenetery, Leke Millso
Rend sl the November 1%, 1974 ennual meeting of the Historiesl
Spoceity was this tribute 0 hims

"Tn the months that have pas
sudden death, our Historiecal Soedl
words can tall,”

ssed sinece Albare Kraehbla
by hes missed hie more bthen

"ror Albert was elweys & tower of strengta in thile
soceity ever since 1% was organized in 1943, He waa brease
uwrer the first elght years, ther prasldent fov negrly Two
deepdes, and curator of the Asbeizn Museum for 32 years. Ie
was @ token of our joy in hig leadarship that we buills bthe
Albert Kracht Memorial Tovelr, and dedicsted it while he was

gti11l with uws,."
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"Traly @ great charseber, Albert was honest, dependable,
gincere and friendly, s humble, unsffected msn regpected znd
honored by hiz community and his chureh, as well as this
#oeally, There was no room for petiiness in his heart, No
worthwhile task was beneath him, Even s8 president of this
group he continusd te make coffee for our meetings.m

i Beard of Directors Officers clected at the November 153,
1974 meeting were: Karl Magnussen, President; Edythe Wolff,
18% Vice-presidsnty Phyllis Silimen, 2nd Viee-president:

‘feta Behling, Rescording Seosretary; Marjorie Zurbuch, Tressurerg
Fdythe Wolff, Curator; Mr. and Mrs, Bliss Stroede, Custodians:
with Mys, W, J. Erlandson appeintsdé Correspon@ing Secretary by
Fresident Karl Magnussen.

Sugmestsd by Marge Zurbuch 2t & Board of Directors?® msebh-
ing on Januery 29, 1975 ss requested by Richard Grant, was
thiz: that & picket fence snclose 21) the Seocisty builldings
to keep non-payers from ths cabins and towsr, and that a log
bullding be erecied by the sdmittance rete., Grrant offersd o
drew a vlan, A% a March 5 Board meeting there wass further dis-
cussion as to this proposition, At a Board meeting on April
Ts 1975 members wevs unanimous in voting to instell a fence for
the muzeum grounds and $o erect =n admissions buillding. This
proposal was Teksn to the Soclety members at the April 18 g
nmeeting, and they okayed same —- Gthe evection of a log admit- - |
tence bulléding (il x 18), and construckion of a red esdar fence,
2ll to be engineared by Loven Soter,

Noted at the June 20, 1975 mseihing was a certificate shown
by Karl Magnussen. This documsnb, 4 giwd by Governer Lusey,
designated the Society’s Mugssum property ss a Netlonal Regls-
tered landmark site.

A% Agztelen Day, June 27, 1975 the admigsions bullding and
souvenir bullding was dedicated with & special ribbon-cutting
ceremony. levrry Yiedenfeld, on behall of the Aztalen Town
Beard, congrsbalsted the Sosiety members who volunteered help
ané worked on thig preoject,

In 197% sdmission fees were ralsed to $1.,00 for adults,
25¢ for children and 10¢ each for sehsel groups, Senier eiti-
zens in groups would be admitted fres, or for whatever they
mlght wigh tb sentributs,

A% the April 22, 1976 mseting of the Socisety memorisl
tributee wers made to Ruth Potter snd Jane Dliedrigh, both
long-time and sctive menmbers in the Soelety. This is the
tribubs afforded them:

"Nuring the pest calendar month of thiz Bicentennial
yasr, death has removed from our world ¢wo women who im -
sariier yesrs served this svelety falthfully and well.™
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