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- SOME 5,000 people visited
the Aztalan museum near
Lake Mills last year. The fig-
ure should have been 50,000
for Aztalan state park is
Wisconsin's foremost archeo-
logical site and not much
more than an hour's drive
from Milwaukee.

According to Helen A.
Schultz, corresponding secre-
tary of the Lake Mills-Azta-
lan Historical society, Indi-
ans of the Middle Mississippi
culture occupied a stockaded
village on this site some time
during 1100-1300.

The total distance from
Milwaukee is about 50 miles
— leave I-94 at either the
highway 26 or 89 ramp. The
park is located two miles east
of Lake Mills on county high-
way BB. Take the children
and you will be well reward-
ed. The park is lovely and
there are picnic facilities on
the banks of the Crawfish
river,

BE SURE to visit the mu-
Seum. Not the least of its
countless attractions is its cu-
rator, Albert Kracht, who re-
cently celebrated his 80th
birthday. He has lived in the
Aztalan area all of his life
and collected many of the ar-
tifacts on display.

Aztalan was discovered in
1835 by Timothy Johnson.
That same year Nathaniel ¥,
Hyer and William Brayton in-
spected the ancient ruinsg
rather carefully while on a
federal survey. They camped
there on Christmas eve,
which is how "Christmas
hill"* got its name.

“Baron Alexander von
Humboldt,” Mrs. Schultz
said, "a widely known early
19th century student of Indi-
an antiquities, reported an

¥\~ An Hour Away

Aztec legend which said that

1 Aztec people had come to

Mexico from Aztalan, a land
of flowing waters far to the
north. Seeing the ruins of the
stockaded village, Hyer gave

the name 'Aztalan' to the

site.""

THE NAME CARRIED
over to the pioneer settle-
ment which was established
in 1836. The small colony
flourished. By 1838, Dr. L. C.
Bicknell had. established his
medical practice there. The
little village was soon teem-
ing with freight wagons,
stagecoaches and prairie
schooners of settlersand
prospectors.

In 1853 the Wisconsin Gaz-
etteer noted: "Aztalan: Post
village in Jefferson county
and town of same name, 7
miles northwest of Jefferson
and 28 miles east of Madison.
It is on both sides of the
Crawfish on the direct road
from Madison to Milwaukeg,

"It contains one Baptist
church (now the museum),
three denominations of Chris-
tians, two blacksmiths, one
Wagon maker, one shoe shop,
one fanning mill shop, brick-
yard, one saleratus factory,
three stores, two hotels, one
steam sawmill, one nursery
of 150,000 trees and an exten-
sive stone quarry. Pop. 250."

Aztalan might have be-
com e another Jefferson or
Watertown, but the railroads
bPassed it by. Much more
could be told about the resto-
rations, the excavations and
explorations by archeolo-
gists, but if you visit Aztalan
you can get the complete sto-
ry first hand. It was designat-
ed a registered historic land-
mark in 1964 by the United
States department of interior,
national park service.”

| Atop

the

| PYRAMID .

Aztalan just won't hide its light
under a bushel!
of the fact that a few nearby res-
idents can't see the forest for
the trees. On Tuesday, Dr. Rachel
Salisbury, head of the depariment
of Education at Milton College vis-
iled Aztalan with a group of
teachers-in-training. "I heard so
much about this famous spot when
studying in Chile, South Ame:_'lca’;
that I just had to visit the site,
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And this in spite |;
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said Dr. Salisbury. -
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Surveys Starfed
At Aztalan By
Archeologists

The Wisconsin Archeological
Survey, representing Lawrence
College, the University of Wiscon-
sin, Beloit College, and the Milwau-
kee Public Museum began prelim-
inary studies to gather data needed
for the restoration of the Indian
village at Aztalan on Friday, July 1.
The workers plan to be here for
two months and will camp on the
Aztalan site.

Chandler W. Rowe of Lawrence
College is in charge of the project.
Dr. Moeau S. Maxwell of Beloit
Colege and Robert Ritzenthaler of
the Milwaukee Public Museum, as
well as several students from Law-
rence and Beloit, will assist.

“Before the restoration can begin,
certain basic scientific data must be
collected. This data will be gathered
by scientific methods in examining
the area. The area to be studiec.
most extensively will be the Indian
Village on the banks of the river
below the site of the mounds.

Mr. Rowe stressed the fact that
Aztalan is one of the most import-
ant archeological sites in the state
of Wisconsin. The land along the
Crawfish river was recently ac-
quired by the State Conservation
commission for public purposes, and
trees were planted in the area this
spring. :

The Wisconsin Archeological Sur-
vey is an organization of profession-
al archeologists interested in the
preservation of Wisconsin antiqui-
ties. The survey work is being done
in conjunction with the Wisconsin
Department, and the State Histor-
ical society. ' ,

(Additional news about the Azta-

lan project in the Letter column on
|Page Seven)] e i
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Aztalan Indians
Ate Their Neighbors
And Traded with Them

The ancient Aztalan Indians,
who lived three miles from Lake
Mills, fought with their neighbors
and at times were on good terms
with them, trading, exchanging

|land learning their way of life.

Certainly, they ate them, be-
cause the refuse pits contained
bones, many of them being of a
larger and stockier type than the
Indians of the Mississippi culture.

Their walled village must have
appeared forbidding to the Algon-
quian natives, but nevertheless
they managed to intermingle.

A study of Aztalan-type houses
in other places in the United
States, shows the typical home is
rectangular, rather than round.
However, at Aztalan there were
a number of circular homes,
mixed with the rectangular ones,
which leads archeologists to con-
clude the migrants from the
south adopted some of the Wood-
land designs.

The pottery, too, shows a mix-
ture of Middle Mississippi and
Woodland design, both of which

‘| were distinctive.

Cannibalism  wasn’t entirely
limited to the Middle Mississippi
folks, since earliest reports of
other tribes by French settlers in
Northern Wisconsin and the Green
Bay area chronicle stories of sav-
age tribes that practiced cannib-
alism. :

Patronize our. a L —
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Trip Into the Past

_thcagq Tribune, Sunday, October 10, 1971

Peaceful Aztalan: |
Old Indian Village
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| County Q and a crossroads
marked Aztalan.

hoes, disc-shaped beads of

~ oneer gowns. A rectangular
| churn is marked, “An adver-

ey

® INDIAN SUMMER is the

~ time for a trip into the past,
to Aztalan, Wis., where be-

yond the golden haze of fields

studded with corn shocks on
a high plain above the Craw- z
| Archeological Survey pre- “A grandson, Louis Pettey,
| pare the visitor to under- once remarked, ‘Father had

fish River stand Indian
mounds and gaunt restora-
tions of stockades and watch
towers.

Take the Northwest Toll-
way [Interstate 90] for a
long view of sunny fields and
streams and prosperous
farms. Past Beloit turn right
on Wis. Hwy. 26 past Milton,
thru Fort Atkinson and Jef-
ferson to a sign marked,
“Aztalan State Park,” then
left thru Johnson Creek un-
der a viaduct for another
four miles along County B to

Enter a world of silence
and peace. ;

Just past the crossroads on
a 'hill overlooking the Craw- |
fish River is the Mills-Azta-
lan Historical Society Muse-
um. It is housed in a.pioneer
church and has both treas-
ures and junk.

e o o

From the nearby mounds
there are Indian relics—two-
and three-notched triangular
arrow heads, stone ear
spools, large chipped stone

conch shell and pottery. ’
“Probably founid néar ‘Janes-" |
ville” is a mammoth’s tooth. |
From pioneer days there are
old paper dolls, a wedding

| Historic Landmark.

the house attach it to the eight people: Abner, Alcinus,

cradle with a rope so that Clinton, Marvin, Samantha,

she could rock the eradle Delia and Mr. and Mr_s. Jo;m

with her foot and also churn Pettey. It bears an inscrip-

‘while washing dishes.” tion to be pondered now ﬂ:?;;
Pictures and explanations everyone Is urﬁed to

of the work of the Wisconsin bigger” about houses.

stand the excavations and often told us the place was

- Testorations at the nearby quite comfortable, that at

Aztalan State Park, designat- least the members of the
ed since 1964 a Registered family kept close enough to-
 gether to keep warm. Of ag
icni ho passe
Picnic on a sunny knol] the homeseekers who passe
overlooking the riverybeside thru, none who desired it
a burial mound where once Was ever turned away with-

Eleanore

| slumbered an Indian prin-
| cess who now resides in a
Milwaukee museum. With
luck there will be only two
or three people in sight.

e o o

“Pioneer Aztalan was set-
tled in 1836 by Thomas Bray-
ton and others at the junc-
tion of the Milwaukee-Miner-
al Point and Janesville-Fond
‘du Lac territorial roads,”
says a marker, “By 1837 Az-
talan had Jefferson County’s
first post office and by 1842
was its leading business and
industrial center. After the
railroad bypassed it in 1859,
the once thriving community
of 250 people, two hotels, a
brickyard and five factories
declined. Only the original
church remains,”

Asked how many people
now live in Aztalan, museum
curator, Albert Kracht says,
usay 307

After lunch explore the
three pioneer -cabins on the

petticoat, farm tools, pianos,
baby carriages and hand-
made overalls.

Red-nailed models wear pi-

tisement for this churn rec-

S

museum grounds. The larg-

~est and best restored is

known as the Pettey cabin.

. Built in 1843, it is 17 by 20
| feet with headroom of about

5 feet 6 inches under the
sleeping loft. It once housed

ommended that the lady of - R

| out food or lnging..’ 1.
e o

Just south is Aztalan State
Park, a lonesome, lovely
place. Aztalan is the mqst
thoroly studied site in W1§-
consin and the parking lot is.
often crowded, but-on the vil-
lage site itself only four or
five tourists give dimension
to the once-crowded site.

At the corners of the one-
time village stand portions of
the restored stockade, black-
ish uprights with the begin-

' ning of a covering of twined

branches, mud and straw.
The Aztalan Indians cut the
original wood and dug
trenches with spade blades
chipped from chert, a local
variety of flint.

Despite the picnickers
nearby, there is a stillness
about Aztalan that tempts

 you to close your eyes, feel
« the breeze and listen to the

redwing blackbirds in the
nearby marsh. The romantic
] can hear ceremonial drums.
e & o
Walk the stiff prairie stub-
ble studded with clover and
touch the stockade as you

follow the lines, rgmember-‘
ing that archeologists know
where each upright stood be-



cause the originals decayed
in the ground and left a
round, red-brown vegetable
mound. .
Climb the great earthen
byramids once probably top-

Diggings show that the In- _ AzvALAN Wateriown
dians who lived here were % STATE PARK /
‘more advanced culturally |

- than their Woodland neigh- =
bors. They lived well. The

. strength of their stockades

- sto

" ped by temples. [Our own

military strategist pointed
out that the mounds com-
mand all the countryside and
must certainly have served
as watch towers, too.]
Between the years 1000
and 1200 a flourishing village
of perhaps 500 inhabitants
here. ‘
ithin 21 enclosed acres
were warm round and
square houses made of close
rows of tamarack posts wo-
ven with willows and cov-

ered with mud and straw.
Each had a fireplace set in
the floor, stone-lined pits un- |
der roof openings to allow

the smoke to escape. In sev-
_eral houses there was a fig-
‘ure eight fireplace. A small-
er pit beside the larger was
unstained by soot and may
have been used as a warm-

- ing over.

Here the Aztalans hoed
their corn fields with large
clam shells from the Craw-
fish pierced at the hinge and
lashed to poles. They ground
their corn with large stones.
Stone drills and sewing nee-
dles and awls fashioned from
deer bones have been found
here, as well as hammered
copper ornaments that show
that the Aztalans must have
traded with their neighbors.
The nearest copper mines
were in Northern Michigan,
A skeleton swathed in belts
of beads made from shells
found only in the Gulf of
Mexico indicates even wider
commerce.

® o o

~Among the houses were
temples and a crematorium
and special houses for the
dead. From labyrinthian
gateways the Indians
emerged 'to hunt’' deer with
triangular pointed arrows, to
seek small mammals and
gather nuts and berries and
shellfish.

show they also lived in fear.
Because they were canni-
bals.
‘Square towers at regular
~ intervals probably held their
provisions: corn and prison-
ers. The historical marker
says, “Their cannibalism
- made them unsatisfactory
| neighhors.”
3 ® o o
How do we know they ate
their neighbors? One of the
scientists who dug here puts
it this way: “The evidence

at Aztalan indicates the pres- |
ence of gastronomic satisfac- |

tion not ordinarily associated
| with endocannibalism.”
In other words, Neighbors
taste better.

" “The remains of one of the :

cannibalized humans were
found still associated with a

_ finely made triangular pro-
jectile point which had

. passed thru the right temple

'and imbedded itself in the

. palate,” writes Robert Mah-
- er and David A. Baerreis.
Aztalan, the diggings show,

- ‘was destroyed by fire in the

1200s, as shown by carbon

) datmg methods, by néighbof; ‘

 ing tribes. There were no
| gurvivors. By the -time of
| Marquette no Woodland Indi-

. neighbors.

. The site was first discov-

- ered and described by M. F¥
“ Hyer in 1836-37. He named it
Aztalan because he believed
~it to be the mythical place of
Aztec origin. Rather, arti-
acts give evidence that the
alan fériress was probas

" bly the final and northermost
-qutpost of Indians from Mex-
ico. Driven northward by in-

vaders, they may have -

moved along the Mississippi

fish.

“to the Rock and the Craw- '

I
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BIG FOOT BEACH
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Elgin

¥ An excellent chart of the

archeological features of the

site was prepared by In-

crease A. Lapham in 1850, '
Extensive research did not
begin until 1919. Since 1949
archeological crews under

the direction of the Wiscon- |

sin  Archeological Survey
have worked at Aztalan. In

! 1952 the first reconstruction

| money enough, archeologists |

-]

¥

' ans remembered their uppity

.’

of the stockades began,
Some day, when there is

will complete the stockade
ﬁgd erect several Indian
ellings and a museum.

| Then, when the Indian Sum-
mer sun shines, it will be
time to go again to Aztalan,
- « . if you have not already
become a regular visitor.

‘ﬁ-’:his excavated Indian burial mound is at Aztalan State

" Park, Wis. Aztalan was

a flourishing village 1,000-1,200
years ago.
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chopping comn .

BEACON-NEWS, Aurora, IiL.,

ancient Aztalan,
artist’s concept

- Relics and remnants of two |

cmhzatlons stand within a quar-

- ter-of a mile of each other while
reminders of a third whizz by on
a blacktop road. :

" The scene is Aztalan, Wis., 30

imles east of Madnson on
Crawhsh Creek

In a brick buildmg — ohce a
Baptist Church — is the Aztalan

‘Museum, -housing pioneer.

henrlooms and Indian relics.

Ad]acent are three restored
log cabins, taken from sites in
the surroundlng countryside and
fllled with authentic furniture of
pioneer days. The buildings date
to the 1840s and 1850s..

pyramidal mounds and rebuilt

stockade fences of the Aztalan .

Indians who lived on Crawfish

‘Creek in 1100,

From the top of a three- story

watch tower recently built near

Down the road are the huge

the’ log cabins one can see the
pyramids and stockades.
-There ‘were curious.
similiarities and shocking dif-
ferences in the two cultures
separated by 800 years.

People in both times grew |
corn. -

One of the old,‘ tools in. theg
museum, a huge oblong knife,
was used by a youth dunng the
1860s According to a tag at-.
tached to the. knife, the. youth
one hot August evening said he

- was “sick and tired of ~chopping

corn,” stuck the knife into a tree
and marched off to the Civil

War. He served four years.

He probably chopped more
corn when he got back.

Archaeclogists digging at the
site of the Aztalan Indians say
the Indians grew corn inside the
2l-acre area enclosed by an 18- .
foot stockade fence.

story / carol stevenson

. photos / staff daws

: But the archaeolglsts surmnse'
- from bones found in ancient
- trash heaps that the Indians

were cannibals.

-Cannibalism admnttedly is an‘
" unfriendly custem among nengh-

bors.

. The pxoneers of ‘the . 18405

however, were friendly. Accor-

-ding to a plaque on one cabin,
~the family of eight . that hved
-there never refused: :
sheltef‘ to anyone who w:

A son of the family recorded:
. “Father often told us the place -

”was quite’ comfortable: At least
_the members of the famlly kept -

close enough together to keep

~warm!?’-- -

Afar cry from cannabahsm.

Both Pioneer Aztalan and the
Aztalan Indian site, how a state
park, are registered - national
historic landmarks. ﬁ:; e

It was one of the earliest

p:oneers Nathaniel Hyer who

Saturday, Sept. 28, 1974 -
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gave Aztalan- its name. Seeing
‘the truncated pyramids, he was

‘reminded of similar structures -

built by the Aztec Indians. He
named the place Aztalan.

Ahundred vears: later, ar-
chaeologists discovered that the
Indians who lived there for the
‘relatively short time of a 100

_years. were products of the nor-.

themmost sphere of- influence of
what is ¢ alled the dl

sippi- perxod “of prehrstohc In-»

dlans

‘The. Middle Mississippi I“'y 2
dlans were strongly inflyenced -

by the_ Indians far to the south,
includmg the Aztecs

() Hyer was not far from the
truth.

The pioneer town of Aztalan
was founded in 1836 ~and
ﬂounshed for almost half a cen-

tury. -1t once was under con-

snderatlon as a site. for the state

%CQN-NEWS, Aurora, Ill., Satarday, Sept. 28, 1974

both,

" Family Leisure

- ¢apital.-But the raﬂroads pamd

it by and nearby Lake Mtlls.
ﬂourished instead. -

- By 1900 Aztalan was a ﬂmst :
town.' Only the Baptist Chureh'»
remained. :

A group of energetic cxtizens

" of Lake Mills started the Lake-

Mills Aztalan Hlstorical Society-

in1941.

This grou‘p'restored ‘the.
h med‘ vi’nto i\-f

55 to the site. amd built the watch
- tower ‘that overlooks Indlan

Azta}an. ha &
The cars of 1974 speed by them

The sound of crickets and the
peaceful meanderings of
Crawfish Creek stay the same.

Aztalan can be reached by

taking Interstate 94 to the High-

way 89 exit south into Lake Mills
and gomg east on County B
Road. .
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Interesting Ibg buildings at Aztalan Muset;x'ii.

Admissiqns- Cabin . . I 471S

Those attendiné the annual Aztz‘tl‘anv Day picnié next Sunday

at Aztalan State park will have an opportunity to see the new
‘Admissions cabin just erected as part of the museum grounds
complex directly north of the park. The new structure will here-

after serve as the reception center for ‘the museum, the towe
and the log cabins. ;
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Aztalan Day - 1975
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This scene, sketched at Aztalan State Park, is by Rlchard Grant, .! "'27.\ )
Lake Mills artist and member of the Lake Mills-Aztalan Historical ;‘ﬂ b ' 4 ".. s
Society. Many visitors who tour the park and attend the Sunday, [ ERFNEREENEN:
July 27, Aztalan Day festivities will visit the reconstructed and
furnished pioneer cabins and perhaps climb the Albert Kracht ob-
servation tower, all shown in this picture.

The observation tower (at right) was dedicated as the ‘‘Albert
Kracht Observation Tower® on September 11, 1971. The 30~foot
tower was designed by Craig Beecher.. Mr, Kracht, now deceased,

was a prime motivator in urgmg construction of the tower, wh1ch
affords those who' climb to the top a splendid view of the Crawflsh
River valley, reconstructed stockade and pyramidal mounds of
Aztalan State Park. \ ]

In addition to the Indian-lore at the Aztalan Museum, there is
an interesting collection of pioneer materials. The Lake Mills=
Aztalan Historical Society has moved onto the grounds near the
museum and rebuilt log houses and furnished them. One of the
buildings moved in was the first schoolhouse inthe Town of Waterloo.
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Lake Mills-Aztalan Historical Society Exhibite in
Fischers Lake Mills Store Window

A group of mementos of early pioneer families from the Lake Mills-
Aztalan Historical Society Museum is now on display in the Fischers
Store Window,

How many of these interesting items have you seen?

Weddinz vest worn by GCoerge Allen in 1841,
Ivory headed cane carried by Rev, J. L, Dudley, an early pastor

f the Baptist Church,
9B RRAROEY WheDRonBAveE Rathiabouh 169G "
A paisley shawl, a rug and a baby dress worn by Miss Ada Mansfield.
Dagl cradle made by Georfe Babeock for Henrietta Waterbury Mansfield,\.
who was born in A,talan in 1848 and used by four generations of ﬁans%iel
4 flower stand maﬁo by Otto Pirwitz from the original steeple of the
Baptist Church, now the luseum,

Pieced quilt uith names of Milford and Aztalan pioneers on each block.
A sgun colored velvet wedding gown worn by Anna Brown Reed in the

S

Rush seat chair dated 1820 fromthe Mansfield family.

Dr, E. H, Weber's red covered plush photo album,
Magazine stand brought from Vermont in 1855, this is hand carved,
Patchwork coverlet made in 1892 by members of the Seward family.

High chair first used by Olive liosher Crump almost 100 years ago.
Watch carried by August Kracht

Hand painted picture of the "Ancient Aztalan" village,

Hand made xkkXx halr memakk wreath.
watch with chain braided of human hair belonging to Herman Wedke.

Fan belonging to Mrs, Chas, Heimstreet.

Many other items of interest can be seen at the Aztalan luseum,

A truckléad of posts hés Been. delivered at Aztalan Park to " ilish. P
| ) J ] elivered ark to accomplish the rebuild
of a small pql_'tlon of the‘ stockaded Village of Aztalan. ‘The creds(ftﬁed posts meas:ll:'g o
opbpoximately the same as those of the ancient village which once stood along the banks
s g P g e idle Misisipi e from the Wisons

B
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“Students are to visit
~ Wisconsin Indian park

For the last several years
eighth - grade students from
Northwood Junior High in
Woodstock have participated in
an interdisciplinary social
studies science unit dealing
with Early American Indian

cultures and glacial geography.
" This year on Sept. 17, more

than 160 students will go on their

first field trip of the year to
Aztalan, Wis., the site of an
Indian culture that wvanished
about a 1000 years ago.

IZach student will have a field

guidebook, which will contain

questions concerning the en-
vironment, the process of land
change, mdian cultures and

effects that glaciers have had
on the surface of the land.

The field trip follows a three-
week, in-class unit during which
the students are exposed to
concepts and and ideas on the
experiences they will have on
the trip. Each student will be
challenged to make judgments
and conclusions about the ef-
fects that man has had on the
environment. Changes in life
styles will also be examined.

In addition to the ar-
cheological site, there is a
restored village and museum
which show the students hew
the pioneers lived over a 100
years ago.

SQUARE HOUSE pattern is in Aztalan State Park
students are to visit. :

, which



